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With a t h i c k a c c e n t , and a r e m a r k a b l e way o f i n v e r t i n g g r a m m a t i c a l 
s t r u c t u r e s , i n some t o p s y t u r v y jumble o f R u s s i a n , Y i d d i s h , S p a n i s h , and 
E n g l i s h , my grandmother (Bubbe') began t o r e c o u n t h e r v e r s i o n o f our 
f a m l i l y i n t h e D e p r e s s i o n . P o t t y y e a r s o f o t h e r memories cl o u d e d h e r 
a b i l i t y t o r e c a l l a c c u r a t e l y , but what e v o l v e d was a f a s c i n a t i n g s t o r y 
o f a f a m i l y so poor and new t o A m e r i c a , t h e D e p r e s s i o n seemed s l i g h t and 
temporary i n comparison w i t h where t h e y had been and what t h e y had 
e x p e r i e n c e d . S l o w l y , t h e e n t i r e f a m i l y assembled around t h e k i t c h e n 
t a b l e as t h e y have been doing s i n c e t h e i r a r r i v a l i n t h i s c o u n t r y . To­
g e t h e r t h e y drew a p i c t u r e o f t h a t e r a so v i v i d t h a t I i n s t a n t l y g a i n e d 
new i n s i g h t s as t o my r o o t s and " t h e s t u f f I was made o f " . 

-end J-'^'^"-'.-/^ 
Born a t t h e -fettrn o f the'>century, i n s m a l l towns a l o n g t h e / N ^ i p e r 

R i v e r i n R u s s i a , both my m a t e r n a l g r a n d p a r e n t s were f o r c e d t o f l e e t h e i r 
c o u n t r y due t o t h e i n t e n s i t y o f t h e pogroms waged a g a i n s t J e w i s h c i t i z e n s . ^ 
F e i g n i n g i l l n e s s , d i s g u i s e d as women, o r m e r e l y stowing_away-»—their 
f a m i l i e s began t o l e a v e t h e i r p r o s p e r o u s l a n d i n R u s s i a and b e g i n a long,'-' 
t r e a c h e r o u s f l i g h t by f o o t and s h i p t o A m e r i c a . Many o f t h e b r o t h e r s , s i s t e r s 
and r e l a t i v e s who s t a r t e d t o g e t h e r d i e d a l o n g t h e way. As both my grand­
p a r e n t s were young and s t r o n g and more f l e x i b l e i n t h e i r ways t h a n t h e 
e l d e r s t h e y s u r v i v e d . They t e m p o r a r i l y abandoned t h e i r r e l i g i o u s codes 
c o n c e r n i n g t h e S a b b a t h , c o n c e r n i n g d i e t a r y l a w s , and o t h e r o b s e r v a n c e s 
i n o r d e r t h a t t h e y might r e a c h a l a n d f r e e from o p p r e s s i o n . 

A n x i o u s l y , my g r a n d f a t h e r a w a i t e d h i s a r r i v a l by s h i p i n t o New 
Y o r k ' s p o r t . A f t e r many months o f hunger, r u n n i n g , and w a i t i n g aboard 
s h i p t h e y a r r i v e d . Due t o t h e s e v e r i t y o f t h e quota s y s t e m s , and h i s 
i n a b i l i t y t o pay p o r t e n t r a n c e f e e s he was s e n t away from E l l i s I s l a n d 
He found h i m s e l f s a f e passage t o Cuba, where he remained and worked 
f o r two l o n g y e a r s . L i k e w i s e , my grandmother found h e r s e l f i n Cuba when 
h e r f a t h e r was d e n i e d e n t r y i n t o New York due t o i l l n e s s . I t was i n 
Cuba t h e y met. Both h e l d numerous j o b s i n s t o r e s and l i v e d w i t h a minimum 
o f d i s c o m f o r t . 

I n 192U t h e f a m i l y f i n a l l y s e c u r e d a d m i s s i o n i n t o New Y o r k ' s p o r t o f 
e n t r y . They s e t t l e d as a l a r g e f a m i l y ( 4 b r o t h e r s and J s i s t e r ) i n 



a number o f s e p a r a t e d w e l l i n g s . I m m e d i a t e l y t h e y began p l a n n i n g ways t o 
make enough money t o send f o r t h e o t h e r members o f t h e f a m i l y s t i l l 
l i v i n g i n R u s s i a . They s e t t l e d i n s m a l l a p a r t m e n t s i n t h e B r o n x ' s Cro-
t o n a P a r k a r e a ; an a r e a lad^ien w i t h immigrant Jews. The f a m i l y was a 
c l o s e k n i t one. They d i d not c a r e too much f o r p o l i t i c s ; t h e y d i d not 
c a r e t o become r i c h q u i c k . I n R u s s i a t h e y would not s e r v e i n t h e R u s s i a n 
army because i t h i n d e r e d them from p r a c t i c i n g J u d a i s m . T h e i r hopes and 
dreams were s i m p l e . They wanted t o have enough t o e a t , have t h e f r e e ­
dom t o l i v e as the^ b e l i e v e d , and be a b l e t o s a v e t h e r e s t o f t h e f a m i l y 
from t h e t y r a n n y o f t h e R u s s i a n C z a r . 

My g r a n d f a t h e r t h e n began a l o n g t r a i n o f j o b s and o c c u p a t i o n s 
t h a t would cause him t o w o r r y about meeting ends u n t i l t h e day he 
d i e d . I t would cause him t o t r a v e l a l l o v e r t h e New York a r e a a t ­
t e m p t i n g new ways t o e a r n a l i v i n g . I t would cause him t o become a 
s t r a n g e r t o h i s own f a m i l y due t o t h e l o n g h a r d hours he had t o put 
i n each day. I t would cause h i s b r o t h e r s t o t u r n v i o l e n t l y " s o c i a l i s t " 
and h o l d meetings a d v o c a t i n g a more e q u a l d i s t r i b u t i o n o f w e a l t h , more 
government c o n t r o l , s t r o n g e r u n i o n s , s t r i c t e r wage c o n t r o l and b e t t e r 
w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s . 

G r a n d f a t h e r worked as an egg c a n d l e r e x a m i n i n g eggs f o r blood and 
v e i n i m p e r f e c t i o n s w i t h i n them by t h e l i g h t o f a c a n d l e . The hours w e r e > l a -
l o n g , t h e pay was poor, and t h e s a n i t a r y c o n d i t i o n s worse. O f t e n t h e y 
were t o l d t o immerse t h e eggs i n w a t e r w h i c h made t h e v e i n s i m p o s s i b l e 
t o see and t h e n s e l l them t o t h e p u b l i c f o r consumption. The s t r a i n 
on h i s eyes was permanent. The l o n g h o u r s , poor pay, and poor con­
d i t i o n s c a u s e d him t o s t r o n g l y a d v o c a t e t h e f o r m a t i o n o f u n i o n s and 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n a number o f meetings h e l p i n g t h i e r f o r m a t i o n . Never 
would he b r e a k a s t r i k e l i n e o f any k i n d , a l w a y s would he s u p p o r t t h e 
w o r k e r i n h i s p l i g h t . 

On t h e o t h e r hand, h i s w i f e was not q u i t e so i d e a l i s t i c . Her 
c o n c e r n s were o f a much more p r a c t i c a l n a t u r e . Concerned about h e r 
f a m i l i e s v e r y s u r v i v a l she broke a s t r i k e l i n e d u r i n g t h e I.L.G^U. 
s t r i k e s . When my g r a n d f a t h e r found out about what she had done he f o r c e d 
h e r t o g i v e up h e r j o b immecisiiately. 
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The J e w i s h g h e t t o d i d not seem t c f a w f u l a p l a c e t o l i v e • for-fhem-. 
The c i t y e x c i t e d them. The a c t i o n and l i f e o f t h e c i t y was a d r a s t i c 
change from t h e r u r a l f a r m i n g l i f e t h e y had known. They f e l t t h e r e was 
o p p o r t u n i t y i n t h e c i t y . Most r e s i d e n t s were r e s t r i c t e d ( e i t h e r by 
language b a r r i e r s o r s k i l l s , o r e d u c a t i o n ) i n t h e t y p e o f employment 
t h e y c o u l d have but t h e y a t t e m p t e d t o keep t h e g h e t t o ^ a s e l f - c o n ­
t a i n e d , s e l f - s u f f c ^ e i k i t u n i t . They had t h e i r own s o c i a l c l u b s t o p a r -
t i c i p a t e i n and s p e n t most o f t h e i r time s o c i a l i z i n g w i t h t h e i r own 
k i n d . The synagogue was a s t r o n g c e n t e r o f s o c i a l a c t i v i t y as w e l l a s 
a p l a c e o f w o r s h i p . I t was t h e c o u r t o f l a w , t h e c h a r i t a b l e o r g a n i z ­
a t i o n , t h e mens' c l u b , t h e womens' a u x i l i a r y , and c e n t e r o f r e l o c a t i o n 
a l l r o l l e d i n t o one. There were f r a t e r n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s whose prime 
duty was t o a t t e m p t t o b r i n g t h e r e s t o f t h e f a m i l y t o America and 

A f t e r h i s j o b as an egg c a n d l e r , g r a n d f a t h e r d e c i d e d h i s c a l l ­
i n g was t o be a businessman. A Jews' o p p o r t u n i t i e s e l s e w h e r e were few, 
and h i s f a m i l y was growing i n l e a p s and bounds. There were many now 
i n A m e r i c a , and more s t i l l w a i t i n g t o r e c i e v e money t o j o i n them i n 
A m e r i c a . He wanted v e r y much t o be h i s own boss and thought t h a t 
A m erica v:as t h e p l a c e i t c o u l d be done. H i s b r o t h e r s had by t h i s t i m e 
j o i n e d t h e Communist p a r t y , but g r a n d f a t h e r c o u l d not be b o t h e r e d t o 
j o i n w i t h them. He owed a l l e g i a n c e o n l y t o h i s f a m i l y and h i s p e o p l e , 
no one e l s e . 

Grandmother grew angry and u p s e t because o f h e r husbands absence 
as a f a t h e r . She was l e f t t o r a i s e and d i s c i p l i n e h e r c h i l d r e n a l o n e . 
She was l e f t t o l o v e and e n j o y h e r c h i l d r e n a l o n e . G r a n d f a t h e r would 
l o o k f o r b u s i n e s s o p p c j t u n i t i e s a l l day. He would come i n a f t e r t h e 
f a m i l y was s l e e p i n g and l e a v e l o n g b e f o r e t h e y awakened. The c h i l d r e n 
almost f o r g o t h i s e x i s t e n c e e x c e p t f o r t h e Sabbath. Then t h e y would 
have t o t i p t o e around a l l a f t e r n o o n so a s not t o wake him. Many 
n i g h t s d u r i n g t h e week t h e r e s t o f h i s f a m i l y would come ove r and 
a s k f o r food o r money t o t i d e them o v e r . They would s i t around t h e 
k i t c h e n t a b l e d i s c u s s i n g and w a i t i n g t o be f e d . Bubbe' would grow 

away from s l a u g h t e r . "The Jews were n e v e r on r e l i e f " , i : 
grandmother. "They took c a r e o f each o t h e r . They h e l p e d 



angry and want more t h a n a n y t h i n g t o throw them out o f h e r house, 
but f a m i l y bond was o f t h e utmost i m p o r t a n c e under my g r a n d f a t h e r ' s 
r o o f . She had t o obey h i s r u l e s . 

G r a n d f a t h e r ' s d e s i r e t o have h i s own b u s i n e s s o b s e s s e d him. He 
n e v e r c a r e much f o r s c h o o l , and d i l i k e d f a c t o r y and l a b o r j o b s immensely. 
He e n j o y e d b e i n g w i t h people and t a l k i n g t o them. A s t o r e owner was a 
p o s i t i o n t h a t demanded E e s n e c t . H i s f a l s e r had been a d a i r y f a r m e r ; he had 
had v e r y l i t t l e f o r m a l s c h o o l i n g o t h e r t h a n t h e e s s e n t i a l J e w i s h ed­
u c a t i o n . F i n a l l y , i n 1928 he borrowed some money from t h e bank and p a i d 
a downpayment on h i s own g r o c e r y s t o r e . H i s l u c k and h a r d work com­
b i n e d a l l o w e d him t o p r o s p e r . He even managed t o send a b i t o f money back 
t o Europe. A m e r i c a s ' p r o s p e c t s were l o o k i n g good u n t i l t h e D e p r e s s i o n 
h i t w i t h i t s f u l l e s t f o r c e . 

I n 1930 t h e s t o r e was l o s t ; gone b a n k r u p t . There was s i m p l y not 
enough money b e i n g made t o make ends meet. Times were t i g h t ; p e o p l e 
stopped b u y i n g . G r a n d f a t h e r owed money. A l l t h e f a m i l y remembered 
t h e h a r d s h i p 1930 brought. No l o n g e r was t h e r e a l w a y s an overabundance 
o f g r o c e r i e s on t h e t a b l e . Y e t , o n l y grandmother h e l d f a s t t o t h e o n l y 
American i d e a l she h e l d any f a i t h i n . Her c h i l d r e n would not be a l ­
lowed t o work and h e l p s u p p o r t t h e f a m i l y , not even p a r t t i m e . They 
must a t t e n d school°! T h i s was t h e i r j o b . They must a t t e n d J e w i s h 
s c h o o l as w e l l as p u b l i c s c h o o l ! They must t a k e p i a n o l e s s o n s as w e l l 
as J e w i s h s c h o l l as w e l l as p u b l i c school'! My g r a n d f a t h e r was an 
i n f u r i a t e d angry man i n t h o s e d a y s . He n e v e r put much s t o c k i n a l o t o f 
s c h o o l i n g , but was f o r c e d t o comply w i t h my grandmother's demands. 
Grandmother s a y s she remembers h i s r e l a t i v e s coming o v e r and t h r e a t ­
e n i n g her,"You'd b e t t e r d i v o r c e Dave", t h e y ' d say "You're no good f o r 
him. Y o u ' l l k i l l him w i t h h a r d work. You've got f o u r c h i l d r e n , l e t 
them h e l p o u t ! " She remembers t h e c o n s t a b l e s who would come banging 
a t t h e door "Your^ husband owes people money. He'd b e s t pay up 
q u i c k l y . I f we f i n d him he's i n t o o u b l e . " She'd "shoo" them a l l away 
so t h a t h e r home would not l o s e i t s sense o f o r d e r . The house must 
s t a y c l e a n . The c h i l d r e n must s t a y w e l l f e d . Y e t , even t h e c h i l d r e n 
remember t h i s b o s sy m a t r i a r c h w i t h a c e r t a i n amount o f d i s t a t t e . 
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F o r a w h i l e Grandpa Dave worked f o r h i s b r o t h e r s who were t r y i n g t o 
s e t up a f u r n i t u r e b u s i n e s s , but t h e i r b u s i n e s s was met w i t h what 
seemed t o be an e n d l e s s number o f f a i l u r e s . F i n a l l y he put t h e downpay­
ment down on a n o t h e r g r o c e r y s t o r e . I n 1936 t h a t s t o r e a l s o went 
b a n k r u p t . He a t t r i b u t e s t h i s t o t h e opening o f s u p e r m a r k e t s . They 
were becoming so p o p u l a r t h e s m a l l s t o r e o w n e r c o u l d not attempt t o cope. 
The o l d o r d e r was changing d r a s t i c a l l y . People enjoired s u p e r m a r k e t s t h a t 
o f f e r e d a wide v a r i e t y o f produce a t an i n e x p e n s i v e p r i c e s . People 
were i n a r u s h f o r what food t h e y c o u l d a f f o r d t o buy. P r e p a c k a g i n g and 
p r e p r o c e s s i n g were becoming t h e American way o f l i f e . Once a g a i n 
r e l a t i v e s b a i l e d g r a n d f a t h e r out o f debt so t h a t h i s f a m i l y might 
e n j o y a n i g h t s peace w i t h o u t t h e c o n s t a b l e s banging on t h e door t o 
awaken them. 

I t seems t h a t t h o s e i n t h e J e w i s h g h e t t o can h a r d l y remember t h e 
W.P.A.,the C.C.C., t h e N.R.A., o r any o t h e r major program o f t h e New D e a l . 
I t seems t h e y d i d n ' t f e e l i t was t h e governments r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o h e l p ^ 
them out.^ Although t h e y had h e a r d o f t h e programs none a f f e c t e d them ''^^3'—' 

d i r e c t l y ! They had made a commitment t o h e l p t h e i r own people by J^'-^'" 
l o o k i n g a f t e r one a n o t h e r . R e l i e f might have been a good t h i n g f o r the'T*'^ > 
r e s t o f t h e c o u n t r y , but t h e y wanted no p a r t o f i t . They would t a k e no:^' 
c h a r i t y e x c e p t from t h e i r own. They were proud t o be Americans. I n 
comparison w i t h l i f e i n R u s s i a t h e D e p r e s s i o n was j u s t " a n o t h e r h a r d 
t i m e " . They were used t o s u f f e r i n g . 

Never d i d t h e y t r u s t t h e b a n k i n g s y s t e m i n America. F u r t h e r m o r e , 
t h e y had l i t t l e need f o r i t . I don't b e l i e v e G r a n d f a t h e r e v e r en­
v i s i o n e d a t i m e t h a t he would have e x t r a money t o b e g i n s a v i n g . They 
can remember R o o s e v e l t , and h i s c a p t i v a t i n g s a i n t o f w i f e , E l e a n o r . 
They remember them as b e i n g w o n d e r f u l people and w o n d e r f u l l e a d e r s . 
SEhey remeber l i n i n g t h e s t r e e t f o r hours on t h e h o t t e s t o f Bronx days 
t o c a t c h a g l i m p s e o f t h e R o o s e v e l t lin|i6slne p a s s i n g t h r o u g h t h e s t r e e t . 
They remember a n x i o u s l y a w a i t i n g h i s m e d i c a l r e p o r t s and p r a y i n g f o r 
a speedy r e c o v e r y from t h a t c r i p p l i n g d i s e a s e . They remember mourning 
h i s d e a th as an extreme p e r s o n a l and n a t i o n a l l o s s . M o s t l y , t h e y 
remember a man and woman whose c h a r i s m a and v i t a l i t y moved an e n t i r e 
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n a t i o n when t h e i r s p i r i t had been wiped out from u n d e r n e a t h 
them. A man whose v o i c e soothed them and gave them hope. A man 

who u n l i k e t h e R u s s i a n Czar o r P r e s i d e n t Hoover seemed g e n u i n e l y 
concerned about h i s p e o p l e s s u f f e r i n g . A man who took a t r o u b l e d 
n a t i o n under h i s wing and gave them a s e n s e o f purpose once more. 

They remember t h e R o o s e v e l t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and a l l i t s good 
deeds, however t h e y seem t o f e e l p a r t i c u l a r l y untouched by them. 
R e l i e f and unemployment were n e v e r t h e i r major c o n c e r n s . Wages and 
hour r e g u a l t i o n s were somekhat more i m p o r t a n t t o them. Y e t , t h e y 
have t h i s a m b i v a l e n t a t t i t u d e t o t h e way t h e New D e a l programs 
s p e c i f i a a l l y a f f e c t e d them. R o o s e v e l t h e l p e d t h e n a t i o n ; t h e Jews 
h e l p e d t h e m s e l v e s . 

L a t e r t h e i r l o v e and a d m i r a t i o n f o r R o o s e v e l t would undergo a 
yj- d r a s t i c change. I t was not u n t i l a f t e r h i s d e a t h t h a t t h e f u l l 

y./y* / t r u t h o f h i s f o r e i g n p o l i c y came o u t . When R o o s e v e l t ' s s i l e n c e 
. ̂  gj^^ apathy towards t h e genocide o f m i l l i o n s o f European Jews be-

Ycame e v i d e n t h i s image kmongst t h e J e w i s h people was d r a s t i c a l l y / — 
( j ^ ' ^ ^ ^ <)> a l t e r e d . No l o n g e r was he l o v e d and revered./He had been c o l d and -/•^•^y^ ^ 

ty c a l l o u s by r e f u s i n g i m m i g r a n t s entrance.' Grandmother and Grand- a^,^^^'-^^ 

,^y^ f a t h e r w i l l no^7 e a s i l y f o r g e t t h e number o f people who might have 
^^P^ 'j.Jf*^ l i v e d i f R o o s e v e l t had a l l o w e d i t . By not a l l o w i n g them i n t o t h e 

^ '• j^, c o u n t r y , by k e e p i n g s i l e n t about what was going on he too was a 
murderer..Rumors had p e r s i s t e d throughout t h e t a i l end o f t h e / y ^ ^ 

A'L^ y 'a R o o s e v e l t e r a c o n c e r n i n g c o n d i t i o n s i n Germany. Y e t , no rumor/ / _ 
• 7 ^ / f^y^ J — / 

v ^ ajT seemed as h o r r i f y i n g as t h e t r u t h . ^^tiy^J^ /Ô ^̂ a- ^ 
t -fj/y ^ , By 1938, G r a n d f a t h e r had gone b a n k r u p t w i t h y e t a n o t h e r g r o c e r y . 

^ ^ s t o r e , t h i s t i m e due t o i l l n e s s and t h e f a c t t h a t w h i l e he was y^"^ 

^ ^ ^y/ i l l a p a r t n e r he had thought c o u l d be t r u s t e d was s t e a l i n g from f'^^*^ "AU- " 
''-'^him. Grandpa had s w a l l o w e d a f i s h bone and needed an o p e r a t i o n . ^If^ . ' y 

Abandoning t h e i d e a o f e r o c e r v s t o r e s he moved i n t o t h e r e t a i l er^-^'^ i Abandoning t h e i d e a o f g r o c e r y s t o r e s he moved i n t o t h e r e t a i l 
t e x t i l e b u s i n e s s , and f i n a l l y a c h i e v e d some degree o f s u c c e s s a t t h e 
t a i l end o f t h e decade. From t h e n u n t i l t h e day he d i e d he would 
rema i n i n t h e t e x t i l e b u s i n e s s , l o c a t i n g and r e l o c a t i n g h i s s t o r e s 
throughout t h e New York C i t y a r e a . He managed t o make a modest i n ­
come foom t h a t p o i n t on. 

At any r a t e . G r a n d f a t h e r n e v e r thought he had i t too bad i n 
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i n A m e r i c a . While he remembered t h e d e p r e s s i o n , s t r i k e s , and r e l i e f , 
i t seemed a f a r more b e a r a b l e s i t u a t i o n t h a n t h e pogroms, hunger, 
p o v e r t y , and f e a r o f d e a t h t h e y had e m i g r a t e d from. T h i n g s were 

o f dynamic change. Grandmother knew hwr f o u r c h i l d r e n would some­
day go t o c o l l e g e . They were c l e a n , w e l l behaved, p r o p e r c h i l d r e n , 
t r a i n e d i n t h e s t r i c t " o l d c o u n t r y " f a s h i o n . They were good J e w i s h 
c h i l d r e n who o n l y m i n g l e d s o c i a l l y w i t h o t h e r Jews. I n America t h e y 
d i d n o t have t o f e a r because t h e y p r a c t i c e d t h e i r f a i t h . 

The memories o f t h o s e y e a r s o f s t r u g g l i n g , y e a r s o f bank­
r u p t c y , l o n g hours and b a r e minimums have l e f t t h e i r t o l l i n many 
ways. G r a n d f a t h e r ' s e y e s i g h t grew p o o r e r and p o o r e r . A l l f o u r 
c h i l d r e n had d e n t a l problems due t o improper h e a l t h c a r e . The 
c h i l d r e n remember s l e e p i n g f o u r i n a bed. They remember b e i n g 
t a u g h t t o s t i f l e t h e i r c r y s and move q u i e t l y and i n an a d u l t 
f a s h i o n a d m i s t t h e s e r i o u s t a l k o f t h e grownups assembled a t 
t h e i r k i t c h e n t a b l e . 

A l l t h e c h i l d r e n knew t h e y ^ad r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . They must 
a l l r i s e above t h e pove^^ and u n s k i l l e d l a b o r o f t h e i r p a r e n t s . 
They must a t t e n d c o l l e g e and make something o f t h e m s e l v e s . They owed 
t h i s t o t h e i r p a r e n t s . 

I remember t h e house where t h e y l i v e d d u r i n g t h o s e y e a r s , f o r 
t h e y k e p t i t f o r y e a r s more. I remember m a r v e l l i n g a t t h e gas j e t s 
t h a t had been t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o e l e c t r i c o u t l e t s , and t h e steam r a d ­
i a t o r s h i s s i n g and d r i p p i n g away. I remeber t h e a n c i e n t r a d i o t h e y 
l i s t e n e d t o n i g h t a f t e r n i g h t . The house was a l w a y s i m p e c c a b l y 
c l e a n , but shabby. I t was so s m a l l I c o u l d n ' t imagine an e n t i r e 
f a m i l y l i v i n g i n i t . Moreso, I c o u l d n ' t imagine t h e r e e v e r b e i n g 
any room f o r t h e g u e s t s t h e y were a l w a y s f e e d i n g . 

Grandmother t e l l s me t h e k i t c h e n was t h e hub and c e n t e r o f t h e 
house. Many a n i g h t Grandpa and h i s b r o t h e r s would scheme and 
f i g u r e out ways t o make ends meet and b r i n g t h e r e s t o f t h e f a m i l y 
from R u s s i a . The convei^sipn would go on t h r o u g h t h e n i g h t as 
Grandmother l e t them "knash" on h e r r i n g , dark b r e a d , and g l a s s e s o f 

America was i n a s t a t e 

« 



hot t e a . 
A l l seem t o remeber F i o r e l l o L a G u a r d i a w i t h a g r e a t p a s s i o n . 

"Now t h e r ' s a man t h a t u n d e r s t o o d t h e urban s i t u a t i o n . " They seem 
t o f e e l he was p e r s o n a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e c i t i e s s u r v i v a l . Grand­
f a t h e r became a U.S. c i t i z e n and v o t e d i n e l e c t i o n s . He would a l w a y s 
v o t e D e m o c r a t i c . Bubbe' i s not a c i t i z e n o f t h i s c o u n t r y t o t h i s 
day. She had o n l y one p r e o c c u p a t i o n t h a t f i l l e d h e r head day and 
n i g h t h e r c h i l d r e n s ' e d u c a t i o n . Grandpa was t o o busy t o r e a l l y 
c a r e f o r h i s c h i l d r e n . Though he l o v e d them d e a r l y he was d i s t a n t 
from them. She was d i s t a n t i n a d i f f e r e n t way. She pushed them 
and b u l l i e d them t o a t t e n d c l a s s e s and do w e l l i n s c h o o l . Both 
g r a n d p a r e n t s l i v e d l o n g wnough t o see a l l f o u r o f t h e i r c h i l d r e n 
g r a d u a t e from c o l l e g e on s c h o l a r s h i p s . G r a n d f a t h e r knew h i s 
c h i l d r e n would n e v e r have t o s t r u g g l e a s he d i d and f e l t h i s 
j o b was a c c o m p l i s h e d . 

The c h i l d r e n remeber d i f f e r e n t i n c i d e n t s . They remember 
Con E d i s o n ' s l a y away p l a n , w h i c h a l l o w e d them t o p u r c h a s e a 
r a d i o . They remeber b e i n g i s o l a t e d from many o f t h e i r f r i e n d s be­
cause t h e y were not J e w i s h . They remember f e e l i n g l i k e f o r e i g n e r s i n 
t h e p l a i n c l o t h e s and c o t t o n s t o c k i n g s t h e y had t o wear. They r e ­
member b e i n g t r e a t e d l i k e c h i l d r e n f o r f a r too l o n g . They remembered 
h a v i n g t o h e l p out w i t h t h e m y r i a d o f c h o r e s a t home and s t i l l do 
t h e i r s c h o o l w o r k . O f t e n t h e y wanted t o go out and get j o b s but i t 
was f o r b i d d e n . A l l t h e c h i l d r e n admired t h e R o o s e v e l t s . R o o s e v e l t 
e l e c t e d women t o i m p o r t a n t p o s i t i o n s and t h i s e n t h r a l l e d t h e 
t h r e e d a u g h t e r s . The g i r l s can remember w a n t i n g t o be s o c i a l w o r k e r s . 

The D e p r e s s i o n y e a r s most c e r t a i n l y h e l p e d r e s h a p e t h e i r l i v e s . 
The f a m i l y had b a r e l y begun t o f i g u r e A merica out when t h e D e p r e s s i o n 
s t r u c k . Most i m p o r t a n t t o t h e J e w i s h g h e t t o were b i l l s l i k e t h e 
Wagner A c t . They were b r i g h t enough t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e y were l i v i n g 
t h r o u g h a p e r i o d i n American h i s t o r y t h a t was r a p i d l y r e a r r a n g i n g 
and r e d e f i n i n g . Although much o f i t was i n c o m p h r h e n s i b l e t o them, 
t h e y knew i t was good. R o o s e v e l t was i n s u r i n g t h e c o u n t r y ' s economic 
s u c c e s s and making America a c o u n t r y t h a t would adhere t o t h e 
p r i n c i p l e s i t was founded upon. A c o u n t r y where e d u c a t i o n was 
f r e e and p u b l i c , and where a poor man c o u l d stank a chance o f b e i n g 
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h i s own boss someday. 
The D e p r e s s i o n was not h a l f so d i f f i c u l t as t h e pogroms. I t s 

impact seems t o have been not much more t h a n a minor s e t b a c k . They 
n e v e r thought t h e c o n d i t i o n s would be permanent. They n e v e r l o s t 
f a i t h i n t h e a b i l i t y o f t h e f a m i l y t o s u r v i v e t h e D e p r e s s i o n , o r i n 
t h e a b i l i t y o f t h e c o u n t r y t o s u r v i v e t h e D e p r e s s i o n . I t was d i f f i ­
c u l t , but m i l d compared t o what t h e y had known. Even t h e D e p r e s s i o n 
f a c i n g Americans today does not d i s t u r b them t e r r i b l y . They b e l i e v e 
t h i s one w i l l be worse but not i r r e v e r s i b l e w i t h t h e r i g h t l e a d e r ­
s h i p . 



UAMQ ofi/€T\ tn A/at&wt&aK^: 

(!^fi<mdmthefi: •ofiefi't thA^ee hou/u> vntowtm-mq mq (yumdimthm, 
<3t(yr\e. d&i olfheech <md o c o e n ' t m o d e oome o-{ thto ^ustheA. 

dtl^tcult <md tedious, Qtthouqh <Ae lemeimbeAyed mcxyt o-f the 

•ev̂ ento that tooh, i(\Axioe <ihe did fvyt iremembeA, the chn/ynM/yqtcot 
<yid&i. ^he fiemembeA^d efiyemto occuwuna vn the " o t d co -urv tnA i " 

imA/e eoMAA^ thorn, thooe tn thtc> oouvxtA/q. c>t ted me te bettme, 
that tt^ u)<Kv -oo nem and achockinq tn imeAAyca <>he <nenyeAy -t^^^-
cou'td. Krc\xtq <3K><ytm'i/tart€ 'Ito comfi/t€oc^t4/e<>. %he oavAA A/membeA, jy^-' 

ttttte anecdotea oJbout hous ^Ae/q twed tn ^Ae hauae bvX ww^ 
IMAe dbaut ^Ae ftcxK^-evt^ ClKim'U>t^<ition. ^he 4i)<K> not ovon 
o&\AAiAn •obout tAo dtoi/to o-§ mq <yumd{(^AeA,*a mAAtnq Mx> to^ , 

\jihtdh ted me to betteme <Ae tuoo n e u o a tototh^ tn-^o^mod o-§ 
Ato o n d o o o M y u i . 

Uncto £out€: iiocouoo <y{ mq Q^xindmotAo '̂o tacA o-f tn-§oam<itton 
conC€an4;n<3, oirv̂ tAtn<̂  Aut tAo Aome tt{e S contoctod nŵ  
Qaond|<itA€A.'o AaotAe^ luAo to omAemttq Aoofittottizod ujttA 
conc€^. (ittAou^A Ato titne<^ and dtocom-loAA did not attorn 
•^OA, a tcynq tntoAvteu) J -ojToAe y»ttA Attn Ayi obout 45 mtnutoo. 
Ue monogrod to gtive mo a moAe i/oottottc tdeo o-f mq Qoond-
-fotAoa'o ĵJO'uAtng Atotoo*^. He thneu) ttqht on tAo oub^ct 
o-| untono, ooctottom -and communtom -oo ut-ett oo tAo ooctat 
o'vgontzxittono tAo mon betongod to. He gouo mo oomo •̂ uotAoO' 
tnotgAt trvto tAo nx>to o^ tAo oî nogogouo -{OA, the nowtÂ  ovUvod 
tmm'i/g'umto. , 

fftom, Ciunt * i o o o , Lwioto ciAuttn, (junt lio'vntoe: 
XucAiAjq cV uj<K> obt© to oooombte luttA ott -§oui, oAttd/i/on 
ond gotnod a gooot doot o-{ tn-|oA;motton on tAo "oecond gon-
oootton -fott tAoougAout tAo J&o|i/i/Oo<>ton. OittAougA tAo^ 
ujooo vonA| -goung ot tAo ttno oeAAaim tmogoo otucA c t e o A , tn 
theti mtndo. JAog nomombonod tA© otmoofiAo^ o-| tAo Aouoo ond 
tAo oovovltg o-| tAo condtttono duvlng tAo iJoji/ioooton ovon 


